Approved For Releaee 1999/09/07 : CIA-RDF’78-02771R000200390019-5

-

e

III. SOME OVER’I‘ ?omsn comwn'xsr Acrrvmm IN FRANCE

A, Bac%iround and Develogment of Present Reggtriation~Rede- ,
: ee on rogram

In the years following the 1iberation of France, the Poliah‘
Government began a vigorous propaganda campaign to persuade
all Poles in France to return to Poland. Offioial recognition

of the Wareaw regime aided thelr campalign as well as the favor—

able status of all Gommunist enterprises 1n France.

Political events in 1947-48 such ae the Prench COmmuniat

7 minietere belng forced out or the French Government and the
_collapse wlthin Poland of collaboration by Mikolajozyk with the

Warsaw Government represented a change in trend. Unfavorable

letters from Poland to Polish friends in France concerning

'conditions under the,communist_eyetem and liquidation of the

repatriation burean 2180 contributed to a decreasing emphasis

on the'campaign.
From 1948 until early 195& the organized repatriation

_campaign waned until the Polish diplomatic repreeentative

ordered the funetionaires of the "consulates," "volunteer"

workers of the Polish Red Cross and militants of the General

'Confederation of Labor (CGT) to resume the repatriation pro-
gram. 1/ This move by the wareaw regime conformed to the

Soviet-Satellite pattern of increeeed interest in early 1954 in

refugees oereetern Europe. Two complementary elements are

'fconeidered basio to Soviet—Satellite 5tr&tegy in this regard:
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'f ‘the attempt to "popularize" the regime internally and the
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'mioo were replaced by a program of social contact and cultural

| 'program The firot was a speech on 23 July 1955 by Boleslaw |
3 Bierut, ex-Presldent of the Polish Peoples Republio and |

| ,afrirmed that Poland rorgave the crimes of emigro oppositionistsfﬁf ?k;:

Vand that they would be welcomed on. their return to Poland with -

. of an orfer of extensive assistance to all Polish emigreo
'wishing to return home--payment of returneea' traveling ex-

4 penseo, providing profeasional training, penaions, eto .;/

'_exerting ito greatest effort in Franoe, where it 1s spending
an estimoted $8 500 00 (3 million franco) per day to incite

' means at its nispooition, inoluding polities, education,,
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encouragement of "coexistence" externally--both on Cammunist T E*:'f

terms

To 3ain good-will among refugees in France, a change in

. propaganda emph331s occurred during 195# when politieal pole-;ja'”ﬂﬁ :

development.’:v‘ _ . . - S
Two reoent offers by the waraaw regime nave proved signi- 5:? :
tioant in developing an increaoing interest in the repatriation i, fj

present Firot Secretary of the Party's Central 0ommittee, who

the aid and protection of the Government ‘/' The oeoond was l
the announoement on 21 September 1955 by the Polish Government

- At the preoent time the Polioh regime is reported to be

subveraion, redefection and repatriation, by uoins every
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. Of all the éﬁtoilitos,_the Warsaw Government is reported-

1y the most completely engaged in influencing the emigres

notwithﬂtah&ing the fact that Poland entered the Soviet Bloc

redefection campaign later and with less acclaim than the other |

Satellites. 5/

B. Propgggnda Agpeals of the Warsaw Government__/

To achieve maximum impact upon Polish emigres in Franoe,
the Warsaw regime streasea the following major propaganoa '
appeals in, its repatriation-redarection program;

1. Cultural haritagg and national oonsciousneas

The appeal to cultural heritage and national con—

- sciousness stresses ths longing for homeland and families,
recognition and encouragement of patriotism as a natural
right belongins to the Poliah emigre heritage and
national aspirationa. This appeal aiao exploita emigre
disillusionment and diaappointment in failing to achleve
_security and status. - The long separation from homeland

f and family tiea makea the emigre Polea especially vulner-
able to this fbrm of propaganda. Unsuoceaaful Poles in
France are urged to return to Poland while those who remain

are assured of CQmmunist support in their cultural and
‘social needs. Furthermore the latter are encouraged to
become naturalized citizens of Franoe, the desired end of
which, trom the Waraaw Government standpoint. is the .
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" alsop promised to. the non-skilled 0 prepare them f°r PP°~i:fﬁ
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| 25 Advantgggs of. g_pgtriation ijf-,éfff":'J

| proresaional aecurity, the guarantee or employment and
~ the raturn of property. EMigres are guaranteed" the o
'fright to practice their profeasions and akills. warsaw -
'propaganda attempts to ahow how miserable 11fe in the west'_
is and exploita the fact that many profeasional and akilledff
Polea in France are faced with vocational disleoations
r'caused by exile.. It promises them opportunities and
| openings 1n theirrespective profeasiona. Training 1a

_!éfessiona or skills.

3.‘ Post-war Changes in Poland

| Thia appeal emphasizes the great ohanges" which

_have taken place in Poland--the mwthieal econqmic and
feducational advantages of 1ire 1n the hom@land and the _
. extraordinary reoovery from war devastatian. A rervent
' plea 13 made to the emigre to return and participate 1n
' Poliah reconstruetion. Warsaw propaganda contrasts the
preaent rreedom and opportunity in Pcland with the class

stratifieation, struggle and feudal system or the prB-War’“"
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perlod. Poland is represented as a country where the
formef expioitation or peasants and workers by the "land-
'lords“ has been aboliahed and where everyone is happily
building a better future under the Communist aegis.

4, Insincerigy of Free World's concern for plight
‘ stern Buropean peoples

Warsaw explgins to‘Polea at home that they can no

longer expect help fiom théIWest. Political refugees

' returnipg from the Wesﬁ show that resistance is in vain--
they héve lost'all hbpe of alding outsidé‘intérvenéion - W
by remaining 1n the West, consequently all hope of libera-'
tion 1s illusory. Its propaganda attempts to 1nterpret

'the Geneva Coqferen¢é asvimp1&1n3 Western recognition of
the status quo and utilizes the theme of co-existence to

- persuade exiies to that effect. Further resistance to

'Athe regime 15 fuiile‘and refugees are hrged to avail them-
Selves'of‘the regime'g‘favofable provislons and feturn»

- to Poland. | -

6, Exgloitation of French and Polish feara of a
- reunited Germany

Warsaw propaganda attempts to enliat French support of
Poliah rights to the Oder~Neisse area, and auggests that
a PolishrFrench alliance would be a corner-stone of a truly
-
. SECRET
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peaoeful Burope as a first step toward peaceful existence Tt
with the USSR. Warsaw broadoaets indirectly appeal to '
' Frenoh synpathy by deacribing the happy experiencee or

repatrietea and alleging that emigre 1eadere are lying R
about oppression in Poland. Thie appeal 1s further -»i;i‘i'};:f%
'effected by strengthening ties between Poles at home ‘7777[‘g;~f3
and Poles in France, particularly the intellectuals who :

are influential among moulders of publio opinion and

. policy-forming circles in France. The Polish Government, e

- for example, hae established friendehip committeee with
naturalized Frenchmen as officere through which a coor-'

‘dinated program of social, eultural and pn:paganda events

l ie presented at the same time to both French and Polish
'._audiencea, L

C. Methods of Action

:The wareaw regime utilizes the rollowing methode of action

to achieve its obJectives of repatriation, redefection and

3ubversion of Polish emigres in France*

s 1. Polish Schools and Teachers in France
.‘ The Polish Ambassador in France has emphasized the R
importanoe of Polish school ‘teachers and schools in France,j | _i
becauee they are a means by which the Polish Government canir.f;;
win over emigre youth and exploit Polieh teachers for
TR 6
' | SECRET
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repatriation propaganda/purpoaea._z/

The pre-war Polish-French agreement which gave the
Polish Government the right to conduct cultural and edu-
cationai activitlies among the Polish emigrants 1n Prance
was renewed on 19 February 1947. It provided for the
instruction of children of Polish origin residing in
France, as well as for the teaching of Polish 1anguagé,
literature, history and geography. 8/ Thus Poles in
France are permitted to have their own teachers and extra-
eurricular schools. Traditionally the teachers for
these schools were Bﬁpplied by the Polish Government. 9/

The Lycee Polonails in Paris, under the control of
the Polish Ambassador, prepares young Poles of Western
Europe for Polish baccalaureate examinations. Its 1501

‘students come primarily from Northern French mining areas
and scholarships are reportedly based on the devotion
of their parents to the cause of "New Popular Poland." 10/

The Polish Embassy utilized Polish teachera in i¢s
pay to resume the repatriation campaign in early 1954,
Despite the fact the French Government took over the pay-

rolls of 60 Polish teachers and replaced a number of Commu-
nist teachers, the Warsaw regime still controls a syséem |
of educational posts employing 160 teachers. 11/ Although
. .SECRE‘I'
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the Frencﬁ‘eduéation31'author1ties feel that the schools
ére'no longer a:daﬁgerQus source of Communist influence,
the Free Polish repraéehtatités state that considerable
Communist 1n£1ﬁen¢e'rémains and flourishes in these
schools. ig/v' ’_ ;:} ?&;~- ' |

| 2, . The Ybuth Vacation Colonies

The Polish Gommunists regard the so-called vacation
colonies as an effective means of influencing Polish
emigres to return to Poland and of recruiting agenta for

: operations in France.¢ Polish youth aged 14 to 16 of emigre
pérenta attehd'vaéatidn camps in Prance and Poland.where
Komsomol couraea are taught.

= The Polish Red Cross and "Embassy" teachers sponsor
the crganization of these vacation colonies. ‘In 1954
,bhe Red Cross aenb~hooo-5ooo "children" to these summer
canps.' About one thousand youth of Polish emigre parents
in France went to Poland, the. remainder attended Communist-

1 organized camps 1n France.' Upon returning to France, some
of the children who went to Poland persuaded,fheir

‘ 'families to go back to ‘Poland. 13/

- In 1955 a more 1ntensive and selective drive for
enrollment concentrated on children of the most impression—
‘able ages (11-16) and frqq groups congidered most sug-

N 8
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- cepﬁibie to cemmuniet inrluence; In the mining areas of
'Nbrd and Pas de Calais, there were more enrollments than

i 'a”'ﬁ-in 1954 Aided by posters and tracts,’"Embaasy" teaehers

..and Polish Red Cross repreaentabives oarried on the organizaQﬁ
tion of this campaign. &/

3. Pardon and Aasiatance to Repatrietes

One of the maJor actions to attract repatriates in

France and Western Europe were two appeala made by the

 _Po1ish regime, one on 23 July 1955 and the other on 21
September 1955. ', | B S T T
a. Padon o 7

e Bierut, ex—Preaident of Poland and preeent First Secretary;
;. of Party's Central Committee, toid a delesation ineluding,ﬁ
:Polea from abroad that Polish citizens were welcome to .
~ return and that Poland generously pardoned any of these
- who returned now. He stated further thaé the Polish
nation does not desire to remember the offensea and
| errors of the pastniﬁ/
o b.‘ Aasiatance to Repatriates ;g/

+

[

The second appeal-' one of the most positive yet

made to any Soviet Bloc emigres Binee the inception or
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v.ber 1955 in which the Polieh Government offered extensive

.

assistance to all Polish emigres wishing to return home.
Although relatively rew Poles have been repatriated so
far, this ofrer may attract some who lack securlity in the
West or inerease the disillusionment of other remaining |
abroad o

: The resolution offers the following balt to potential

returnees-'

(1) The Polish Goﬁernmeﬁt will aﬁsiet fepatrietes

in paying travel expenses incurred on the returﬁ :

Journey, furnish free food and medical ‘ald until

employment 1s secured; assist repatriates in pro-

curing housins, give them one 1ump-sum cash payment;
_and exempt from customs dutiea any possessions

brought back to Poland. _ _

(2). The government promises to provide professional
- training 1f necessary; to glve full educational

opportunities to young people, and to provide

farmers with buildings and help them to purchase
"livestock,or employ them on state farms.

‘(3) The government commits 1tself to provide pen-
| sions for the aged a.nd for invalids. Perd ods of

employment outaide Poland will be eonsidered in

o | o
| ... . ° SECRET
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computing pénsiona, and Vpersons with phyaical
-,-disabnities a.rising f’romxd.ntary service will

A by e e g P e e s
. oo

receive penaions regardless of the state for

which military aer\riee was performed. The préa , e*
| misa to recognize service-connected diaabilities
as penaionable is conaidered by Bome to be almost | o -
" the same a8 an amnesty. o | |
| (4) xn addition, returnees may keep the rank they S
held in the Polish or Allled military units wp b0 o
the end of the war with Germany. '
4 Press |
'I'ha Polish communist 1anguage press aimed at Polish
emigres in France originates both in Poland and in France. :
| .Redefection propaganda. began t6 appear 1n the Polish
comunist press in ance at the end of March and early .
. April 1955._1/ The Polish-language Communist daily in
. Par:l.s is now responaible ror presentins new arguments to
its: readera to persuade them to return to Poland.-} The
| repatriation campaign dominated 1ts news coverage in July
and Auguse 1955. Artieles contained either off‘icial .
-““decla.ra’clons, such aa Poland*é oi‘fer to pa.rdon returnees ’ o
or the statements o‘f "happy“ returness. Indirect propa- - ,‘
~ ganda described the "brillianb prosreaa" of the Polish o
- eoonomy and the 1mprovgd statua of workers R _@/ 4 o
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5, Letters from Poland .
Another method which the warsaw regime uses to 1mple-

o

. ment 1ts repatriatian program is that of personal lettera,
' whieh are mailed to Polish refugees 1n.Franae inviting them
to retum to Poland. Some letters, written in the form
a of a manifesto, are sent from different Polish towns
and are signed by forty persons, none of whom are Conmmi=
niste, Those signing are well-known pre-war university
professora, writera, and prominent priests who eooperate
wibh the regimé. These letters are sent to emigre
‘leaders, 1nte11ectua13, writers and politicians. 19/
D. Number of Repatriates ' ‘

- The returnees to Poland reportedly average aboub 30-50

. each month. The number, a small fraction of. the total number
of Polish emigres in France, has been relatively 1nsignifi-
cant in comparison to Commumist efforts. The reasons for

' returning to Poland are usually personal and economic rather
than politieal, 1.e., unfavorable econonic status, professional
and 1anguage deficieneies, dismal prospecta of emigration

oversess, old age; reunion with famiiy; and desire for

_'Tland and security. Ne prominent individuals have redefected

Elf*from France. Those who have redefected have been older

_ﬁ*;p80ple, the 1ndisent:farwxworkers and ex—leg;onnaires "/

A
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However, these is'always a danger of the redefection and
subversion of the "elite," a primary target of the Warsaw
regime.

Even a small number of repaeriatea to Poland constitutes

& setback for the Free World because it is of immense propa- ™ ‘

ganda value to the 3Soviets, it contributes to the creation

of anti-western sentiment within Poland, and it supports
warsaw's claims that the exlstence of the Iron Curtain is
fictitious and that new conditions prevail which enable emigres
to return. ‘ . .

' . Although about 36,000 emigres returned to Poland before 1947,
and about 7,000 between 1§u7-49, only about 100 have emigrated
to Poalnd in each' subsequent year since 1949. The figure
reportedly roae to 263 during the first half of 1955, two-
thirds of whom were agricultural laborers. 22/ Because of

the Polish Government's intensification of its repatriation
program, the total figure for 1955 will probably reach 500

No "mgsaive" returns are envisaged. Agricultural workers and
‘older people motivated by néatalgia,for Poland are reportedly
the most susceptiﬁle to repatriation, 23/ but the total
number of repatriates will probably remsin at this general

level unleéé a major economle disaster befsalls France. 24/

13
/ . SECRET ,
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Franc.e ranks seoond at‘ter Belgium in the number of re- _ .

turnees to Poland. Sixty-five per cent of thuse who have
returned to Poland thus far have come from Belg:lum. _5/_ 4
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